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Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Second  Presby- 
terian Church  : 

Susbat,    17th  September,  1820- 

On  Motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Session  of  the 
Church  wait  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reii>,  to  convey  to 
him  the  thanks  of  the  Corporation,  for  the  excel- 
lent and  very  appropriate  Sermon  which  he  deli- 
vered to  them,  commemorative  of  the  lite  and  cha- 
racter «>f  their  deceased  and  much  lamented  Pas- 
tor, the  lute  Rev.  Andrew  Fljnm;  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  Session  with  a  copy  oj  the 
Sermon  for  publication. 

JOHN  ROBINSON,   Secretary. 


9  /'  6>  /  5* 

OCCASIONED   BY   THE  DEATH  Of 

THE  REV.  ANDREW  FLIXN,  D.  D. 


vwvx/v  *  *w  wv  vw  wv  vw  w% 


"The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed."  Proverbs,  x.  7. 

As  Virtue  form?  the  noblest  characteristic  of 
Man,  the  practice  of  it  has  always  been  regarded 
as  his  most  laudable  Kmpioyment.  It  consists  in 
purifying  the  heart  and  affections,  and  in  cultivating 
benevolence  and  humanity;  and  is  displayed  in 
doing  good  from  right  motives  It  assuages  the 
sufferings  of  adversity,  consoles  the  sorrows  of  the 
afflicted,  and  even  gives  to  the  opulent  a  greater 
degree  of  enjoyment,  by  stumping  upon  wealth 
that  higher  value,  which  is  imparled  by  the  fruits 
of  Beneficence  and  (  hanty.  But  above  all.  its  most 
exalted  character  is  exhibited,  by  that  conformity 
which  it  ever  enforces,  to  those  divine  lessons 
winch  were  taught  by  Him  who  was  the  Author  of 
our  Holy  Religion,  and  the  perfect  example  of  all 
Virtue.  He  lias  assured  us  that  its  practice  shall 
have  a  reward  in  this  life — the  truth  of  which  the 
experience  of  thousands  can  testify  ;  and  that,  in 
the  life  to  come,  those  sublime  rewards,  that  are 
laid  up  for  the  righteous,  shall  surely  be  obtained. 

While  we  contemplate  with  pleasure,  the  benign 
effects  of  Virtue,  in  exalting  and  regulating  human 
conduct,  it  is  an  employment,  no  less  delightful  and 
useful,    to   commemorate  those    who  have    been 


active  in  its  cause,  and  zealous  in  its  promotion  ; 
and  who  having  finished  their  course,  have  left 
behind  them  their  instructive  and  influential  exam- 
ples. To  dwell  upon  their  virtues — to  retrace  their 
steps  in  a  course  of  conscientious  duty — to  reflect 
upon  their  zeal — and  review  their  lively  and  vigor- 
ous exertions  in  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of 
their  fellow  men,  will  bring  into  full  exercise  those 
grateful  impressions,  which  will  prompt  us  to  "bless 
their  memory." 

The  business  allotted  to  man,  in  every  station  of 
life,  is  important ;  and  when  it  is  executed  in  a  man- 
ner agreeable  to  the  will  of  his  Creator,  it  is  to  be 
estimated  as  "  well  done."  There  is  no  employ- 
ment more  important  in  its  nature — more  profitable 
to  the  world — or  more  interesting  in  its  results,  than 
than  that  of  the  Gospel  Ministry.  It  has  an  intimate 
connexion  with  the  interests  of  Virtue  and  Religion, 
and  with  the  salvation  of  the  immortal  soul.  When 
the  Watchman  is  removed  from  his  Post,  Zion  is 
in  danger  ;  the  prosperity  of  the  Christian  Church  is 
threatened ;  and  the  best  hopes  ©f  mortal  man  are 
confounded.  The  floods  of  error  may  overflow  the 
sanctuary ;  impiety  and  a  deterioration  of  morals 
become  more  bold  and  prevalent,  and  the  souls  of 
men  may  be  endangered — For  God,  in  this  world, 
promotes  his  own  glory,  and  saves  the  souls  of  men, 
through  the  instrumentality  or  agency  of  those, 
whom  he  has  commissioned  to  preach  the  everlast- 
ing Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ — M  How  then  shall  they 
call  on  him,  on  whom  they  have  not  believed  ?  and 
how  shall  they  believe  in  him,  of  whom  they  have 
not  heard?  and  how  shall  they  hear,  without  a 
Preacher?"  If  good  men  are  destined  to  answer 
such  valuable  and  important  purposes  in  this  world, 
we  may  justly  accord  with  the  assertion  contained  in 
the  text,  "  the  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed." 


'I  shall  attempt — First,  to  delineate  the  character 
of  the  just  man — 

Secondly,  Assign  some  reasons  why  his  "  Memory 
is  blessed.*1 

To  he  just,  implies  the  possession  of  that  moral 
integrity,  which  renders  men  amiable  and  respecta- 
ble in  the  opinions  of  others — In  that  intercourse 
which  necessarily  exists  between  man  and  man  in 
this  world,  the  existence  of  a  disposition  to  render 
to  every  one  what  is  due  to  him,  secures  both  pri- 
vate and  public  good. 

':  Justice  denotes  doing  that  which  is  right  upon 
the  whole,  in  all  cases  ;  that  which  is  fittest,  and 
most  useful  to  be  done ;  in  other  words,  that  which 
will  most  promote  the  universal  good."  It  always 
presumes  a  law,  or  principle  of  rectitude,  by  which 
good,  honest  and  just  men,  regulate  or  govern  their 
conduct  towards  one  another.  Its  influence  is  felt 
in  every  state  and  condition  of  life,  in  giving  to  all 
what  is  their  natural  right;  and  it  ever  exercises  a 
powerful  and  effectual  controul  over  men  in  all 
their  contracts  with  one  another,  in  prompting 
them  to  give  an  equivalent  for  whatever  they  may 
receive  ;  in  administering  instruction  to  the  ignorant, 
in  dispensing  charity  to  the  poor,  and  in  doing  every 
thing  which  will  promote  the  general  good.  Its 
obligations  are  acknowledged  by  good  men  in  every 
avocation  of  life.  It  extends  not  only  to  those,  whose 
immediate  business  it  is  to  engage  in  the  secular 
concerns  of  life,  but  every  man  has  his  several  rela- 
tive duties  to  perform,  in  all  of  which,  as  a  good 
and  virtuous  member  of  society,  he  is  bound  to  act 
with  a  conscientious  regard  to  principles  of  hones- 
ty and  justice. 

Though  the  character  of  the  just  man,  in  the  com- 
mon acceptation,  is  thus  highly  exalted  and  precious, 
yet  the  Scriptures   exhibit  it  in  a  more  sublime 


sense.  Tt  implies  bis  duty  to  God,  as  well  as  to 
man,  and  represents  the  just  and  uptight  man.  as 
abounding  in  works  of*  righteousness  to  th  glory  of 
God.  "Noah  was  a  just  man,  and  perfect  in  his 
generations,  and  Noah  walked  with  God." — -;  VJark 
the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright  ;  for  the 
end  of  that  man  is  peace*'— "The  path  of  the  just 
is  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  da}"— and  "  the  spirits  of  just  men" 
are  said  "to  be  made  perfect"  in  Heaven. 

From  these,  and  many  similar  representations  in 
scripture,  the  character  of  the  just  man  appears  to 
imply,  a  complete  christian  character,  who,  while 
here  on  earth,  has  his  conversation  in  Heaven — who 
strives  to  live  by  Faith,  and  so  to  act  b:>th  towards 
God  and  man,  'as  to  adorn  the  Religion  which  he 
professes;  and  hopes,  when  he  departs  hence,  to 
leave  a  blessed  memory  on  earth,  and  to  secure  a 
final  acceptance  of  fc-  Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant,"  from  his  Father  in  Heaven. 

From  this  succinct  account  of  the  just  man,  it  is 
easy  to  perceive,  that  it  is  an  important  attribute  of 
character,  in  a  Christian  Minister.  It  is  his  office  to 
deal  with  the  souls  of  men — to  train  them  for  im- 
mortality beyond  the  giave.  To  deal  justly  in  the 
public  and  private  exercises  of  such  an  effice,  is  not 
only  essential  to  his  character,  as  a  servant  of 
Christ,  but  indispensable  to  his  success,  in  the  great 
cause  of  Religion.  This  quali'y  of  oeing  scrupu- 
lously just  in  bis  ministerial  duties,  added  to  bis 
exemplary  life,  and  conciliating  deportment,  gives 
dignity  to'  his  character,  and  weight  and  influence 
to  the  power  and  energy  of  divine  truth,  which 
seeks  to  regulate  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men.  not 
only  according  to  the  principles  of  moral  rectitude, 
but  the  more  sublime  principles  of  love  to  God,  and 
holy  obedience  to  his  commandments.     Ministerial 


fidelity  is  of  the  essence  of  his  character  ;  and  to  he 
jus'  to  the  souls  of  men,  he  must  often  perform  the 
painful  and  thankless  office  of  unveiling;  the  corrup- 
tions and  depravity  of  the  human  heart. 

It  is  liis  immediate  province,  to  deal  with  man,  as 
shapen   in  iniquity,  and    conceived  in    sin,  and  as 
having  forfeited  all  right  to  the  favor    of  God,  by 
innumerable  actual  transgressions  of  the  divine  law. 
When  he  preaches  the  Gospel,  he  is  to  consider  it 
as  a  dispensation  of  Grace  and   Mercy   to  a  world 
that   lieth  in  wickedness.     4*  For  all    the  world  is 
guilty    before    God.     a11   have   sinned,    and    come 
short  of  the  glory  of  God."     Now,   if  the  Minister 
of  Truth,  from  timidity,    or  a  disposition  to  flatter 
nun    should   conceal   or   withhold    those  humbling 
and  mortifying  views,  which  the  Gospel  exhibits  of 
the  moral  character  of  man,  in  the  sight  of  God,  he 
does  not  deal    faithfully,  honestly,  or  justly,  with 
sinners.     There  is  a  dereliction  of  duty,  and  a  per- 
version of  those  principles  of  righteousness,  which 
ought  to  regulate  him  in  making  known,    w  all  the 
counsel  of  God,"    to  a  fallen   world.     And    hence 
does  he  incur  the  awful   responsibility    of  hating 
u  the  blood  of  the  wicked,  who  die  in  their  iniquity, 
required  at  his  hand."     He  is  to  be  a  Prophet  to 
"  rebellious?',  and  '•  stiff  hearted"  sinners,  "whether 
they  will  hear  or  forbear."     He  has  to  deliver  many 
unwelcome  messages — There  is  no  small  task  to  be 
performed,  when  a  false  security  is  to  be  undeceived 
— when  vain  self-sufficiency  is  to  be  dispelled,  and 
when  spiritual  pride  is  to  be  humbled  by  a  faithful 
and  honest  exposition  ofdmne  truth,  which  declares, 
"that  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  there  shall  no  flesh 
be  justified  in  his  sight." 

But  it  is  not  his  only  task  to  denounce  the  just 
rewards  of  iniquity,  to  produce  conviction  in  the 
guilty  soul  j  but  while  he  appears*  as  a  Messenger  of 


Truth,  he  is  also  to  act  and  speak  as  an  "  Embassa- 
dor for  Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech  men  by 
him  ;  he  is  to  pray  them,  in  Christ's  stead,  to  be  re- 
conciled  to  God."  Those  messages  of  peace  and 
salvation  which  God  reveals  to  rebellious  sinners, 
are  kindly  and  graciously  proclaimed  through  the 
medium  of  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  to  dispel  des- 
pondency, to  inspire  hope,  and  to  confirm  Faith  in 
Christ  Jesus,  "  who  is  able  and  willing  to  save  to  the 
uttermost,  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him."  The 
Minister  of  the  Gospel  is  the  Messenger  of  those 
glad  Tidings  of  peace  and  joy  and  good-will  towards 
men ;  and  while  he  reproves  the  sinner,  he  is  also 
bound  to  encourage  and  persuade  him  to  accept  the 
safvation  of  the  Gospel,  in  which  provision  is  made 
for  all  his  wants,  and  everlasting  deliverance  from 
wrath,  is  secured  to  him,  by  the  Blood  of  Atone- 
ment. In  this  way,  Christ  requires  a  faithful  and 
honest  execution  of  the  commission  which  he  has 
given  to  his  Ministers,  in  preaching  his  Gospel  to 
every  creature. 

II.  Assign  some  reasons  why  the  memory  of  the 
just  man  is  blessed — 

When  Death  has  put  his  seal  on  the  character  of 
a  man,  it  is  not  unusual,  nor  is  it  unnatural  or  im- 
proper for  those  who  survive,  to  review  his  life,  and 
form  an  estimate  of  his  deportment  in  the  world — 
Such  a  retrospect,  under  the  influence  of  light  mo- 
tives, is  both  instructive  and  salutary  to  those  who 
are  willing  to  draw  from  the  character  and  example 
of  the  deceased,  profitable  lessons  for  their  own 
conviction  and  government.  Men  in  the  common 
course  of  life,  are  apt  to  form  of  one  another  opinions 
frequently  distorted  by  the  medium  through  which 
they  see  and  judge.  No  man  appears  in  the  same  light 
to  all — The  envious  will  depreciate  his  merit;  rivalry 
will  seek  to  obscure  it;    and  enmity  will  assail  it 
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with  every  weapon.— These,  and  a  variety  of  other 
causes,   may  often  occasion  incorrect  estimates  to  be 
formed  of  a  man's  character,  while  he  is  in  life,  and 
daily  mixing  with  his  fellow-men  in  the   diversified 
scenes  and  relations  of  this  world     The  best  that  a 
good  man  can  hope  for,  is,  not  to  escape  the  shafts 
of  envy,  hatred  and  malice,  bin  to  live  so  as  not  to 
deserve  them,  and  to  bear  the  reproaches  and  oppo- 
sitions of  wicked  men.     Our  blessed  Saviour  hims  >If 
did  all  this ;  and  he  taught  his  followers  to  expect 
the  same,  for  his  name's  sake,  and  enjoined   upon 
them  to  endure  them  with  firmness  and  resignation. 
But  when  death  shall  have  destroyed  all  those  passions 
that  contributed  to  make  men  judge  partially  or  erro- 
neously of  a  living  character,  and  calmed  those  turbu- 
lent emotions  in  his  fellow-men,  that  might  pervert 
their  opinions  ;  it  is  then  that  his  memory  is  review- 
ed with  candor,  and  the  virtues  of  a  good  man's  life 
appear  in  their  true  colors.    The  wicked  cease  to  re- 
proach,the  malevolent  to  provoke, the  envious  or  am- 
bitious to  assail,  and  the  cold  detractor  to  calumniate 
or  revile.    However  imperfectly  or  erroneously  then, 
a  just  man  may  have  been  estimated  in  the  world, 
the  good  men  amongst  whom  he  walked  and  acted, 
are  no  longer  embarrassed  in  the  indulgence  of  their 
affectionate  regards  for  his  character ;  but  when  the 
cold  clods  of  the  valley  cover  his  mortal  remains, 
their  tears  will  bedew  his  tomb,  while  in  the  piety  of 
their  hearts  they  will tt bless  his  memory."    Nor  will 
this  feeling  be  confined  to  them.     Others  who  have 
heard  the  precepts  and  witnessed  the  examples,  and 
perhaps  indulged  in  pleasing  intercourse  with  the  just 
man,  the  faithful  minister,  and  the  benevolent  coun- 
sellor, with  too  little  profit,  will  advert  to  his  memo- 
ry with  affectionate  remembrance  and  salutary  emo^ 
tions. 

B 
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First  — The  memory  of  the  just  man  is  blessed  for 
the  good  which  he  has  done. 

Neither  envy  nor  malice  can  bury  his  virtues  or 
good  deeds  in  the  grave  of  oblivion.     Though  his 
body  may  be  confined  i;  to  the  grave,   which  is  his 
house;"  though  he  may  have  said  to  corruption — 
"Thou  art  my  father,  and  to  the  worm.  Thou  art  my 
mother  and  my  sister,"  yet  "  the  righteous  shall  be 
in    everlasting   remembrance  ;"    "  they  shall    shine 
forth  as  the  sun,  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father." 
The  life  of  a  just  man  is  an  exhibition  of  good  and 
holy  deeds.     It  is  a  life  devoted  to  the  service  of 
God  and  to  the  best  interests  of  his  fellow- men  ; 
and  "-his  prayei  s  and  his  alms  are  come  up  for  a  mem- 
orial before  God. "  The  just  man  "-  exercises  himself  to 
have  always  a  conscience  void  of  offence  towards  God, 
and  towards  man."    He  is  not  only  devout  and  pious, 
but  he  is  honest  and  just  in  all  his  views  and  feelings 
towards  those  with  whom  he  has  intercourse  in  this 
world.    As  he  delights  in,  and  feels  the  obligations  of 
religion  himself,  he  is  also  ever  alive  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  others.     As  he  loves  himself,  he  also 
loves  his   neighbor — he  feels  bound  to  protect  the 
oppressed — to  redress  the  wrongs  of  the  injured — ■ 
to  afford  relief  to  the  unfortunate— to  comfort  the 
afflicted — to  instruct  the  ignorant — to  administer  to 
the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  needy — and,  by  ev- 
ery lawful  mean,  to  promote  the  best  interests  and 
happiness  of  the  whole  human  family.     His  sense 
of  justice  induces  and  calls  forth  his  best  exertions, 
not  only  in  relieving  or  mitigating  their   temporal 
evils,  but  also  in  directing  his  efforts  to  the  promotion 
of  their  eternal  and  perfect  felicity  beyond  the  grave. 
"Charity,  which  never  faileth,"  is  the  constant  and 
inseparable   handmaid  of  Justice.     Now,   who   will 
not  revere  the  name  of  such  a  man — who  will  not 
commend,  and  praise,  and  bless  his  good  deeds  ? 
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Who  will  not  remember  bis  past  life  with  tbe  most 
heart-felt,  sincere  and  affectionate  gratitude  ?  He  has 
lived  to  adorn  the  religion  of  Christ,  and  to  testify 
its  influence  and  efficacy  in  securing  the  advantage 
and   the  happiness  of  man.     And  is  there  so  little 
pious  and  christian  feeling  in  this  world,  as  to  refuse 
to  receive  with  peculiar  and  sensible  affection,  the 
memory  of  that  minister  of  the  gospel,  who    has 
spent  his  breath,  ami  worn  out  his  strength  in  the 
service  of  God,  and   in    the  cause   of  the   church 
of  Christ?  Can  tie  convinced  and  awakened  sinner 
forget  the  warnings,  the  threatenings,  the  persuasions, 
the  alluring  invitations  of  the  gospel,  which  he  has 
proclaimed?    Can  he  forget  the  thunders  of  Sinai 
uttered  by  his  voice?    Can   he  forget  the  fire  and 
smoke  from  the  mount,  which  caused  him  to  trem- 
ble, and  cry  out,  "what  must  I  do  to  be  saved?"  Can 
the  Christian  refuse  to  remember  that  the  minister  of 
the  gospelhas  been  to  him  a  messenger  of  glad  tidings 
ot  peace  on  earth,  and  joy  and  salvation  ?  Are  the  per- 
suasive voice,  the  flowing  tear,  the  beaming  counte- 
nance,   expressive  of  that  tenderness  of  affection, 
and  that  ardor  of  soul,  which  inspire  his  breast,  to 
be  remembered  without  delight  or  praise  ?    No  !  the 
memory  of  such  a  messenger  of  truth  and  grace  will 
be  blessed.     His  holy  zeal,  his  fervent  prayers,  and 
his  powerful  efforts,  are  recorded  in  the  hearts  and 
affections  of  that  people  who  fear  and  honor  the 
Lord.     And  can  they  refuse  the  tears  of  affectionate 
sorrow_the  mournful  sensibilities  of  grateful  hearts, 
over  his  tomb,  «  when  the  sod  of  the  valley  cover- 
eth  him,  and  the  cold  earth  is  his  receptacle?" 

Secondly.— The  memory  of  the  just  man  is  blessed 
for  his  example.  Example  may  be  considered  as  ope- 
rating in  two  ways ;  either  as  a  pattern  for  our  imita- 
tion, or  as  a  precedent  tor  our  admonition, that  we  may 
be  cautioned  against  the  faults  or  crimes  of  others, 
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the  consequences  of  which  have  heen  fatal  and  ru- 
iiKjus-.  In  both  ways  it  is  intended  to  produce  a 
good,  happy,  and  salutary  effect.  But  the  examples 
of  mood  and  just  men  have  a  peculiar  power  and 
influence  which  live  and  operate  upon  the  human 
mind,  when  they  themselves  are  buried  in  the  dust. 
Those  precepts  which  inculcate  the  practice  of  vir- 
tue and  holiness,  are  much  aided  and  strengthened 
by  the  influence  of  good  example.  "  General  pre- 
cepts form  abstract  ideas  of  virtue  ;  but  in  examples 
virtues  are  made  visible  in  all  their  circumstances. 
Precepts  instiuct  us  as  to  our  duty  ;  but  examples 
assure  us  that  these  precepts  are  practicable.  Ex- 
ample has  a  secret  and  invisible  incentive  that  urges 
us  to  imitation.  We  are  touched  and  excited  in 
another  manner  by  the  visible  practice  of  good  men, 
which  reproaches  our  defects  and  obliges  us  to  the 
same  zeal,  which  laws,  though  good  in  themselves, 
will  not  excite  us  to  feel." 

The  life  of  Jesus  Christ  forms  the  most  beautiful 
example  the  Christian  can  imitate.  It  differs  from 
all  others,  in  its  being  uniform  and  perfect.  In  every 
way  it  is  accommodated  to  our  present  state.  The 
man  who  lives  and  acts  as  Jesus  Christ.did  while  on 
this  earth,  leaves  behind  him  an  imperishable  name,  a 
name  which  shall  be  blessed,  when  time,  with  all  its 
concerns,  shall  be  no  more.  His  meekness, patience, 
resignation,  benevolence,  beneficence,  charity,  kind- 
ness, hospitality,  zeal,  diligence,  fortitude,  and  all 
his  moral  excellencies,  will  induce  all  who  have 
witnessed  them  to  "rise  up  and  call  him  blessed." 

Thirdly.  — The  memory  of  a  just  man,  and  especially 
of  a  good  and  faithful  minister  of  Christ,  is  blessed  by 
all  those  who  have  in  his  life  not  only  profited  by  his 
pious  precepts  and  examples,  but  have  also  associ- 
ated with  him  in  the  sweet  intercourse  of  Christian 
love  and  friendship ;  whose  hearts,  under  his  foster- 
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ity with  the  precepts  of  the  gospel ;  and  who  feel 
that  he  has  been  the  honored  instrument,  in  the 
hands  of  his  divine  Master,  of  gently  leading  them 
forward  in  those  paths,  which  if  pursued,  will  conduct 
them  to  everlasting  life.  How  affectionately  will 
they  call  to  mind  those  pious  hours  of  Christian  con- 
versation, when  their  doubts  and  fears  have  been 
dispelled,  their  wavering  faith  confirmed,  their  almost 
expiring  hopes  encouraged,  or  the  balm  of  consola- 
tion administered  to  them  in  the  furnace  of  affliction. 
Those  who  have  been  partakers  of  this  Christian 
fellowship,  will  feel  their  hearts  constrained  not  on- 
ly to  "  bless  his  memory,"  but  to  cherish  it  through- 
out the  whole  of  their  lives  with  the  most  pious 
affection. 

The  subject  to  which  we  have  been  directing  your 
attention,  my  hearers,  assumes  a  peculiar  impor- 
tance when  viewed  in  connexion  With  the  solemn 
and  mournful  circumstances  which  have  led  to  it. 
1  he  solemnities  of  this  day  are  deeply  interesting  to 
this  congregation.  The  afflictive  stroke  which  has 
separated  you  and  your  beloved  Pastor  will  be  felt 
by  every  individual  in  this  assembly.  Death  will 
sever  your  connexion  with  this  world,  with  the  church, 
with  your  friends,  and  with  every  thing  which  you  may- 
consider  as  engaging  and  attractive.  Yes !  the  mo- 
ment is  not  far  distant  when  not  one  earthly  care 
will  disturb,  when  not  one  terrestial  joy  will  charm, 
when  nothing  of  this  world  will  exist ; — but  we,  and 
it,  and  all  its  concerns,  will  be  as  though  they  had  never 
been.  "As  the  cloud  is  consumed  and  vanisheth  away, 
so  he  that  goeth  down  to  th^  grave  shall  come  up  no 
more.  He  shall  return  no  more  to  his  house  5  nei- 
ther shall  his  place  know  him  any  more." 

One  single  important  consideration  presents  itself 
to  the  mind.    Are  we  all  living,  so  that  when  we  die 
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our  memories  shall  be  blessed  ?  Are  anv  profited  by 
our  lives  to  whom  our  names  will  be  dear  when  we 
are  no  more  ?  Will  our  virtues  and  good  deeds,  our 
examples  and  our  intercourse  constitute  subjects  of 
praise  with  our  friends  and  survivers?  Will  our  ex- 
ample excite  emulation,  and  be  worthy  of  record  by 
those  who  may  come  after  us  ?  *'  Blessings  are  upon 
the  head  of  the  just,  but  the  name  of  the  wicked 
shall  rot." 

We  believe  that  we  can  this  day  hold  up  to  your 
imitation  the  virtue,  the  piety,  and  the  example  of  a 
just  man.  In  frail  and  sinful  man  we  can  have 
no  models  of  perfection.  But  we  frequently  record, 
with  no  small  degree  of  delight,  the  good  deeds  of 
those,  who  by  the  influence  of  the  grace  of  God, 
have  acted  honorably  and  done  wisely.  We  are  now 
called  to  bless  the  memory,  to  record  the  virtues, 
and  to  revere  the  example  of  the  late  worthy  and 
respected  Pastor  of  this  Church.  To  his  active  and 
useful  life,  to  his  example  of  piety  and  virtue,  to  his 
lamented  and  early  departure  from  this  stage  of  ex- 
istence, we  would  pay  a  humble  and  affectionate 
tribute  of  respect. 

The  Reverend  Andrew  Flinn,  D.  D.  was  born  in 
the  state  of  Maryland,  in  the  year  1773.  He  was 
descended  from  parents  respectable  for  their  piety, 
though  but  humble  in  life.  They  removed  with  their 
family  during  his  infancy  to  the  state  of  Noith-< Caro- 
lina, where  it  pleased  God  to  deprive  him  of  his 
father  when  he  was  very  young.  The  elementary 
part  of  his  education,  and  his  religious  impressions, 
were  directed  by  a  pious  and  affectionate  mother. 
At  an  early  period  of  life  he  discovered  symptoms 
of  the  possession  of  more  than  ordinary  natural 
talents.  His  friends  were  induced  to  encourage  his 
wishes  in  the  attainment  of  a  liberal  education.  His 
progress  in  his  studies  was  equal  to  their  most  san- 
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guine  expectations,  and  afforded  a  pleasing  presage 
of  his  future  usefulness.  He  finished  his  education 
in  the  university  of  North- Carolina,  about  the  year 
179S.  He  shortly  afterwards  engaged  in  the  study 
of  theology,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Orange,  by  whom  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the 
gospel  in  the  year   18OO. 

The  gifts  and  blessings  of  God  are  variously  distri- 
buted to  men.  Some  are  favored  with  mure  happy 
means  of  instruction  and  improvement  than  others. 
Some  receive  ten  talents  and  others  five.  "  Unto 
whomsoever  much  is  given,  of  him  much  shall  be 
required."  It  is  of  little  importance  to  the  world 
how  wise  and  learned  a  man  may  be,  unless  his  gifts 
and  talents  are  actively  and  usefully  applied.  If 
"  he  hides  his  talent  in  the  earth,"  he  is  not  only 
"  unprofitable,"  but  a  "wicked  and  slothful  servant." 
The  usefulness  of  men  in  this  life,  and  their  reward  in 
Heaven,  are  tested  by,  and  proportioned  to  their 
fidelity  and  diligence.  "  Well  done,  good  and  faith- 
ful servant ;  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few 
things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things ; 
enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord."  The  life  of 
Dr.  Flinn  was  active,  diligent  and  persevering  ;  and 
we  hope  the  sequel  of  his  history  will  prove  that  his 
labors,  though  short,  were  not  vain  nor  unprofitable. 

Shortly  after  he  engaged  in  the  ministry,  he  was 
regularly  called  and  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian congregation  in  the  town  of  Fayettville,  North- 
Carolina.  The  first  fruits  of  his  labors  were  highly 
useful  to  the  church,  and  honorable  to  himself.  His 
amiable  and  engaging  manners,  his  active  zeal,  and 
his  commanding  eloquence,  soon  excited  the  public 
attention,  and  secured  the  affectionate  esteem  of 
many  Christian  friends.  He  was  afterwards  called 
to  labor  in  the  church  at  Camden,  South-Carolina, 
where  he  was  instrumental  in  organizing  a  \ery 
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respectable  Presbyterian  congregation*  In  that  town 
his  memory  is  still  blessed,  and  his  eminent  services 
are  remembered  with  grateful  affection. 

His  settlement  in  this  city,  in  the  year  1S09,  much 
enlarged  the  sphere  of  his  useful  labors.  You,  my 
hearers,  ought  to  be  much  more  sensible  of  the 
importance  and  value  of  his  services  than  I  can  he. 
Under  his  ministry,  and  by  his  agency,  you  have 
been  organized  as  a  worshipping  people.  This 
stately  and  magnificent  temple,  this  hallowed  desk, 
and  that  sculptured  marble,  are  monuments  connect- 
ed with  his  memory,  and  the  latter  consecrated  to 
his  honor  and  his  praise.  This  holy  building  has 
been  dedicated  to  the  most  delightful,  most  noble, 
most  honorable,  and  most  important  service  on  earth ; 
"  to  the  service  and  glory  of  the  adorable  and  incom- 
prehensible Trinity."  "  This  is  none  other  but  the 
house  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  Heaven."  But 
its  walls  will  moulder  into  dust — its  altar  will  decay 
away — and  these  mournful  emblems  with  which  it  is 
shrouded  will  vanish  as  smoke  and  as  a  shadow,— 
but  the  words  which  have  been  spoken  here,  will  live 
forever.  "  All  flesh  is  as  grass,  and  all  the  glory  of 
man  as  the  flower  of  grass.  The  grass  withereth, 
and  the  flower  thereof  falleth  away  ;  but  the  word 
of  the  Lord  endureth  forever.  And  this  is  the  word 
which  by  the  gospel  is  preached  unto  you."  For  the 
improvement  of  this  message  we  must  account  at 
the  bar  of  God. 

He  whose  memory  you  this  day  bless,  was  a  mes- 
senger sent  by  Heaven  to  sinners,  with  terms  of 
pardon,  as  the  herald  of  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  towards  man.  His  earnest  and  persuasive  elo- 
quence, his  expressive  countenance,  must  still  remain 
impressed  upon  your  minds,  but  his  voice  will  be 
heard  no  more ;  it  has  sunk  into  the  silence  of  the 
grave.    His  face  is  hid  from  us  forever.     We  still 
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live  to  mourn  Ins  death,  and  to  deplore  the  loss  which 
we  have  sustained. 

In  discharging  his  office,  he  was  ever  feelingly 
alive  to  his  own  responsibility — the  spiritual  advan- 
tage of  his  hearers,  and  the  honor  of  his  Master's 
cause.     In  his  public  discourses  he  uniformly  gave 
such  views  of  Divine  truth  as  taught  the  necessity 
and  importance  of  "repentance  towards  God,   and 
faith   towards  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."     To  preach 
Christ  Jesus  and  him  crucified,  was  his  primary  ob- 
ject ;    and  he  considered  this   as  the  only  effectual 
method  of  bringing  men  to  the  knowledge  of  truth. 
In  his   manner  he   was   vehement,  warm  and  affec- 
tionate.    To  the  impenitent  sinner  he  denounced, 
without  fear,  the  terrors  of  Sinai.     To  the  trembling 
and  contrite  penitent,  he  imparted  the  soothing  and 
consoling  invitations  of  his  blessed  and  compassion- 
ate Redeemer.     He  was  ever   active  in  works  of 
beneficence.     Public  and  charitable  institutions  of 
every  kind,  engaged  his  heart;  and  he  was  always 
liberal  in  affording  aid  in  the    promotion  of  their 
benevolent  designs.     He  was  the  friend  of  the  poor; 
he  often  visited  and  sympathized  with  the  sick  ;  and 
in  all  the  sorrows  and  afflictions  of  the  distressed, 
he  took  that  lively  interest  which  is  felt  by  them 
"  who  weep  with  those  that  weep." 

Dr.  Flihn  ever  felt  a  deep  sense  of  obligation,  not 
only  to  that  part  of  the  church  to  which  he  was 
called  especially  to  minister,  but  to  the  interests  of 
Zion  at  large.  The  prosperity  of  ttie  Redeemer's 
kingdom  lay  nearest  to  his  heart.  He  was  punctual 
and  constant  in  his  attendance  upon  the  judicatories 
of  the  church.  His  prudence,  judgment  and  zeal 
were  eminently  displayed  in  all  consultations  that 
affected  her  vital  interests.  Long  will  his  brethren 
in  the  ministry  feel  his  loss,  revere  his  memory,  and 
cherish  a  lively  recollection  ol  his  many  virtues— his 
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active  zeal,  and  his  efficient  exertions  in  the  cause 
of  God,  and  the  welfare  of  Zion. 

In  those  various  duties  which  are  connected  with 
domestic,  social  and  public  happiness,  he  exhibited  a 
bright  example,  worthy  of  imitation.  The  influence 
of  true  religion  is  felt  at  home  as  well  as  abroad.  It 
not  onlv  communicates  its  joys  and  blessings  to  men 
in  their  immediate  acts  of  devotion  ;  but  it  diffuses 
its  comforts,  and  extends  its  happy  effects  throughout 
our  families,  and  in  those  various  spheres  in  which 
we  are  called  to  act  in  society.  The  good  and  af, 
fectionate  husband  feels  its  influence  in  the  perform- 
ance of  those  mutual  and  reciprocal  duties  which  it 
enjoins  and  sanctions  in  the  married  state.  The 
good  parent  is  never  insensible  to  those  obligations 
which  God  enforces  in  training  up  our  tender  off- 
spring for  his  service,  for  the  church,  and  for  eterni- 
ty. The  virtuous  citizen  never  forgets  those  im- 
portant civil  offices  which  his  country's  good  de- 
mands. And  while  the  spirit  of  true  piety  fixes  his 
eye  upon  Heaven,  where  there  is  "an  inheritance 
incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away," 
a  spirit  of  true  philanthropy  is  shed  abroad  in  his 
heart,  which  communicates  delight,  and  diffuses  joy 
and  happiness  amongst  all  around  him. 

In  his  last  painful  and  protracted  illness  he  was 
made  able,  by  divine  grace,  to  give  testimony  that 
the  truths  which  he  had  preached  to  others  were  to 
him  the  words  of  comfort  and  eternal  life.  He  dis- 
played the  resignation  of  the  Christian  in  the  day  of 
affliction.  He  often  said,  "my  sufferings  are  severe, 
but  they  bear  no  comparison  to  what  my  Saviour 
endured  for  me."  He  anticipated  the  approach  of 
the  king  of  terrors  with  the  utmost  certainty,  but 
without  dismay.  He  gave  instructions  respecting 
his  funeral,  and  spoke  of  his  decease  with  remarka- 
ble calmness.     His  attending  friends  remember  the 
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words  of  the  poet  which  he  repeated  on  this -solemn 
occasion  : 

"  What  sinners  value.  I  resign, 

«  Lord  !  'tis  enough    that  thou  art  mine  ; 

"  1  shall  behold  thy  blissful  face, 

«  And  stand  complete  in  righteousness. 

"  This  life's  a  dream  ;  an  empty  show  ; 

"  But  the  bright  world  to  which  I  go, 

"  Hath  joys  substantial  and  sincere  ; 

*■  When  shall  I  wake,  and  find  me  there  ?"        Watts, 

He  expressed  much  comfort  from  those  views 
which  the  Bible  afforded  him  of  the  justification  of 
the  sinner,  through  the  imputed  righteousness  of 
Christ.  This  was  a  doctrine  on  which  he  said  "  he 
delighted  to  meditate  and  to  preach.  If  I  am  saved 
I  am  a  sinner  saved  by  grace,  and  redeemed  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb." 

When  he  contemplated  the  near  approach  of  death, 
in  all  his  dreadful  array,  he  exclaimed;  "O,  why  this 
reluctance  to  die,  and  to  be  with  my  Saviour  forever ! 
O  God  !  support  me ;  confirm  my  faith  in  that  pre- 
cious Saviour,  whom  1  have  preached  to  others." 

'<  Jesus  can  make  a  dying  bed, 

<k  Feel  soft  as  downy  pillows  are, 

"  While  on  his  breast  I  lean  my  head, 

"  And  breathe  my  life  out  sweetly  there." 

In  his  still  nearer  approach  to  his  end,  when  he 
was  told  of  the  fulness  and  ireeness  of  the  salvation 
of  the  gospel,  and  encouraged  to  look  to  Jesus  as  his 
all-suffiVient  Saviour,  he  exclaimed  with  great  earn- 
estness, ct  Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  him." 
And  when  "  the  silver  cord  was  about  to  be  loosed, 
and  the  golden  bowl  broken — the  pitcher  broken  at 
the  fountain,  and  the  wheel  broken  at  the  cistern," 
with  faith  and  triumph  he  raised  his  eyes  to  Heaven, 
and  exclaimed,  'k  Jesus,  into  thy  hands  I  commend 
my  spirit."  Thus  was  finished  the  earthly  course  of 
that  faithful  servant  of  God,  that  just  man,  whose 
memory  we  this  day  bless.* 

•  The  Rev  Dr.  Fmh»  departed  this  life  February  24th,  1820,  being  in  the  48th 
year  of  his  age. 


To  you,  my  hearers.,  and  brethren  of  this  bereaved 
congregation,  how  solemn,  afflicting,  and  instructive 
a  lesson  is  this  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  ! 
You  see  how  a  Christian  can  die.  Philosophy  and 
reason  may  anticipate  the  approach  of  death  with 
calm  indifference,  with  anxious  solicitude,  or  with 
gloomy  despondency.  Hardened  impiety,  or  obdu- 
rate impenitence,  may  brave  the  king  of  terrors,  and 
may  treat  his  advances  with  contempt.  But  it  is 
religion  alone  that  inspires  hope,  unveils  eternity 
with  all  its  realizing  joys  ;  and  in  its  triumphs  the 
Christian  says,  "  O  death  !  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O 
grave  !  where  is  thy  victory?"  The  Christian  alone 
in  the  immediate  prospect  of  death  can  say,  "  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight :  1  have  finished  my  course  ;  T 
have  kept  the  faith  ;  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for 
me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the 
righteous  judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day ;  and 
not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  also  that  love  his 
appearing." 

How  short,  uncertain,  and  precarious  is  human 
life !  Our  friends  and  our  blessings  equally  fly  away 
from  before  our  eyes.  We  are  left  to  mourn  their 
unexpected  departure,  and  our  sore  bereavement. 
But  we  shall  be  soon  called  to  follow  our  departed 
friends.  They,  though  dead,  and  consigned  '*  to  the 
house  appointed  for  all  living,"  speak  to  us  from  the 
tomb — vt  In  the  midst  of  life,  we  are  in  death."  The 
fairest  flowret  must  perish,  the  noblest  heart  lie  low — 
virtue,  talents,  generosity,  and  every  noble  feeling, 
which  should  animate  man's  bosom,  cannot  rescue 
him  from  its  grasp.  Before  its  approach  nature 
yields  and  owns  the  conquest — man  ceases  to  exist — 
he  leaves  life's  native  scenes,  and  descends  into  that 
region,  "  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  has  ever 
returned." 
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